
AMERICAN PHABM ACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION 409 

“Nondino came from a family that had already distinguished itself in medicine 
at Bologna. His uncle was a professor of physics at the university. His father, 
Albizzo di Luzzi, seems to have come from Florence not long after the middle of 
the thirteenth century, for the records show that, about 1270, he formed a partner- 
ship with one Bartolommeo Raineri for the establishment of a pharmacy at 
Bologna. Later this passed entirely under the control of the Mondino family, 
and came to be known as the Spezieria del Mondino. In  it were sold, besides 
Eastern perfumes, spices, condiments, probably all sorts of toilet articles, and even 
rugs and silks and feminine ornaments. The stricter pharmacy of the earlier 
times developed into a sort of department store, something like our own. The 
Mondini, however, insisted always on the pharmacy feature as a specialty, and 
the fact was made patent to the general public by a sign with the picture of a 
doctor on it. This drug shop of the Mondini continued to be maintained as such, 
according to Dr. Pilcher, until the beginning of the nineteenth century.” 

Though not a contribution to the history of medicine in the sense of historical 
research, it is a valuable contribution in this respect that it will turn the attention 
of thousands of readers to the historical development of medicine. Even if the 
style of presentation were not as pleasant as it is, the author’s controversial 
writings on the subject of the history of the medical sciences would be certaiii to 
secure for himself and his book an audience of no mean size. 

EDWARD KREMERS. 

oooo 
REPORTS OF THE CHEMICAL LABORATORY OF TIIE AMERICAS MEDICAL ASSOCIA- 

TIO?;. Uy W. A. Puckner, Director of 
the Laboratory. 

This 8vo volume of 127 pages includes the reports of the work done in the 
Chemical 1,aboratot-y of the American Medical Association during the year 1911 
and should be of special interest to drug analysts and druggists generally. The 
contained material is grouped under three headings : I. Reprints of contributions; 
11. Reports abstracted from the Journal; 111. Reports not previously published, 
znd varies in nature from a general discussion of the proprietary medicine business 
in the United States to reports of analyses of secret remedies on the one hand and 
to the establishing of standards for little used medicaments on the other. 

Even a cursory review of the contents of the book evidences the fact that it 
represents the character of work that should be done by the pharmaceutical asso- 
ciations of this country and, with the preceding volumes, it may well serve as an 
incentive for the future development of pharmacy along professional lines. 

It is to be regretted that with our present day lack of  appreciation, in pharmacy, 
of Association work along professional lines, considerable time must elapse before 
we can expect to do work along the lines fostered by the “Apotheker Verein” in 
Germany or by the American Medical Association as reflected in the report under 
discussion. For the more rapid development of the professional spirit in American 
pharmacy it is sincerely to be hoped that this little volume will be studied by ax 
members of the American Pharmaceutical Association who are in any way 
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interested in the professional side of their calling. M. I. WILBERT. 




